State, with no rights for the minorities on either side,
it would mean ruin for both the States. He hoped and
prayed that God would give them the wisdom to steer
clear of the danger.                           '

36
17-10-'47
THE SOVEREIGN REMEDY
In his after-prayer speech Gandhiji referred to
several letters and messages from friends expressing
concern over his persistent cough. His speech was broad-
cast and so was the cough which was often troublesome
in the evening and in the open. For the last four days,
however, the cough had been on the whole less trouble-
some and he hoped it would soon disappear completely.
The reason for the persistence of the cough had been
that he had refused all medical treatment. Dr. Sushila
had said that if at the outset he had taken penicillin he
would have been all right in three days. Otherwise,
it would take him three weeks to get over it. He did
not doubt the efficacy of penicillin but he believed too
that Ramanama was the sovereign remedy for all ills
and, therefore, superseded all other remedies. In the
midst of the flames that surrounded him on all sides,
there was all the greater need for a burning faith in God.
God alone could enable people to put down the fire.
If He had to take work from Gandhiji, He would keep
him alive, otherwise He would carry him away.
They had just heard the bhajan in which the poet
had exhorted man to stick to Ramanama. He alone was
the refuge of man. Therefore, in the present crisis he
-89